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L
ow income and uninsured
residents of Arlington, Al-
exandria and Fairfax coun-

ties will have a chance to improve
their smile this weekend. The
Northern Virginia Dental Society
is hosting its 10th Annual Mission
of Mercy (M.O.M.) project on Fri-
day and Saturday, March 15 and
16, from 7 a.m. – 3 p.m.  The or-
ganization is offering free dental
care at Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College’s Medical Education
Campus in Springfield.

 “Over a quarter of a million
dollars of free dental care will be
provided during this two-day
event,” Cathy Griffanti, executive
director, Northern Virginia Dental
Society.  “Hundreds of dental pro-
fessionals and community volun-
teers will give of their time and
talent to provide oral health care
for some of our most needy resi-
dents, primarily those who are
low-income and uninsured.”

The Northern Virginia Dental

Society is expecting more than 800
patients during the two-day pe-
riod. “We’re excited to be able to
support such an important initia-
tive again this year along with the
other community partners and
volunteers, “ said Jean Glossa, MD,
medical director for Fairfax Com-
munity Health Care Network and
Molina Healthcare, one of the
event’s sponsors. “Taking care of
your teeth has a direct effect on
your physical health so it’s essen-
tial to get proper dental care.”

— Marilyn Campbell

Details
MISSION OF MERCY FREE
DENTAL CARE EVENT
❖ Friday, March 15 and Saturday, March

16
❖ 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
❖ Northern Virginia Community College,

Medical Education Campus, 6699
Springfield Dr., Springfield

❖ For more information: 703-642-5297
❖ Appointments can be scheduled in

advance.

Uninsured To Receive
Free Dental Care

See Code,  Page 12

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

W
hen parents began
collecting money
to improve the
dugout at Mount

Vernon High School, they had the
best of intentions. So they invested
sweat equity into creating new
cubbies for the players and began
installing a new roof. Then they
had a nasty surprise — Fairfax
County code enforcement officials
said the improvements did not
meet safety standards.

“These safety codes have to be
met before the facility can be
used,” said Mount Vernon School
Board member Dan Storck. “That’s
what we are trying to solve right
now.”

With baseball season approach-
ing later this month, time is run-
ning out. The school currently has
an unusable dugout — essentially
a construction zone that’s been
abandoned while parents and
school officials try to determine
what’s next. Storck says that he is

Dugout Emergency
Parents and school officials
scramble to bring baseball
dugout up to code.

Signs of Spring at River FarmSigns of Spring at River FarmSigns of Spring at River Farm
Closed all winter due to work on utilities, the gardens at

River Farm are beginning to come alive with small spring
blooms. The hellebores are now kept company by hundreds of
miniature daffodil narcissus and bunches of snowdrops. The
hyacinths are slowly emerging from a short winter sleep. The
gardens will reopen to the public in April.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

The Gazette
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News

By Michael K. Bohn

The Gazette

T
here’s a house being built on a
lot adjacent to Fort Hunt Road
that has a bit of history to it. Of
course, most lots in the Mount

Vernon area have similar pedigrees. But this
oddly-shaped parcel has an interesting story.

Ron and Pam Covais of Alexandria are
building a new home on a small part of the
former right-of-way of the Mount Vernon
Trolley. The interurban line ran from Wash-
ington to Mount Vernon, via Alexandria,
and operated from 1892 until 1930. The
trolley cars carried untold thousands of visi-
tors to General Washington’s home, and on

the early morning northbound runs, milk
from local farms to Alexandria and Wash-
ington. Two years before the opening of the
parkway in 1932, crews ripped up the rails
and crossties, but left a few reminders of
the rail line. For example, Whittington Bou-
levard in Stratford was formerly the trolley
route, as are parts of East Boulevard Drive.

Another strip of the right-of-way lay hid-
den among the trees and tangle near Fort
Hunt Road for 60 years. It runs southwest
between a point opposite of Plymouth Ha-
ven Baptist Church and the intersection of
Elkin Street and Whittington.

Some of the folks who lived on Buckboard
Drive in the Riverside Gardens neighbor-
hood treated the 50’ x 1,500’ strip as an

informal adjunct to their backyards. The
actual landowners, heirs to Benjamin P.
Hunter, whose farm yielded the right-of-way
to the rail line, made no attempt to do any-
thing with the strip. Fairfax County viewed
most of the land as unbuildable. Then things
changed.

By 2002, residents, real estate experts and
lawyers had become engaged in a tussle
over the strip of land. Some on Buckboard
claimed ownership through “adverse pos-
session,” an established means of acquir-
ing unused land over time. A local lawyer
bought one piece from one of the Hunter
heirs, added that to another parcel and
started building a new home. Shouting,
meetings with politicians and lawsuits soon

followed.
By about 2005, the situation had calmed,

and the disputes apparently resolved. Mr.
and Mrs. Covais bought the northeast tip
of the former right-of-way in 2012 and ob-
tained all of the requisite permits for a
single-family dwelling. Their property con-
sists of lots 91 and 91A on the Fairfax
County map [above].

“We recognize the sensitive history of the
matter in the neighborhood,” Ron Covais
said recently. “We want to respect all of the
legal issues and the rights of our neighbors.”
He and his wife have engaged an arborist
to work with county officials to ensure the
narrow, unbuildable portion of the lot will
be attractive to adjacent homeowners.

Crews have begun construction of a new home on land that once hosted the Mount
Vernon Trolley.

The remain-
ing seg-
ments of the
original
trolley
right-of-way
are high-
lighted in
red in this
publicly-
available
map from
Fairfax
County.

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Building on History New home arises on part
of Mount Vernon Trolley line.

Giving Blood
Staff and members of the Mount Vernon Athletic Club participated in a blood drive
for Inova Hospital on Feb. 23. Pictured are the club’s outreach director Maggie
Britvec, staff member Will Vogel, Dr. Brian Bodnar and donors Cheryl Forever and
Renee Szybala.
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See Elder Care,  Page 5

I
nova Mount Vernon Hospital
recently earned the designa-
tion of being a NICHE hospi-

tal. NICHE, which stands for
Nurses Improving Care for Health
System Elders, is the only national
designation indicating a hospital’s
commitment to elder care excel-
lence. Inova Mount Vernon Hos-
pital is one of the first hospitals to
receive the NICHE designation in

Fairfax County.
“Through NICHE, the Inova

Mount Vernon Hospital clinicians
and staff engage in ongoing train-
ing and are able to share informa-
tion, knowledge, and expertise
with other NICHE hospitals,” said
Barbara Doyle, chief  executive
officer at Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital in a statement.

“With this designation, our pa-
tients can rest assured that they
are receiving the best possible
quality of care with the most up-
to-date treatment options.”

The NICHE program assist the
hospital in continuous improve-
ment in geriatric nursing knowl-
edge and patient outcomes, while
enhancing work satisfaction in

Gaining a NICHE
Designation spotlights Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital’s elder care.

Inova Mount Vernon has
been designated a NICHE
hospital for its commit-
ment to elder care.
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12-Week Ultimate
Body Transformation

Sonja says:
“I love my workouts,
  I’m so glad I came.”

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106

Alexandria, VA

703-683-0777

www.ftalexandria.com

What
is your

New Year’s
Resolution?

Now hiring Full and Part time Personal Trainers

PROGRAM INCLUDES:
Complete Fitness Assessment • Nutrition Plan • Before and After Pictures

• 36 Sessions of One-on-One Personal Training in our Private Suites
• Weekly Nutritional Counseling • Reassessments

In only 4 weeks, Sonja lost 5 lbs. of fat
and 3" from her waist!

Over 12 weeks, her upper body
strength improved by 30%.

$225 Off 36 or more sessions
~ Gift Certificates available ~

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
           Coq au vin • Cassoulet
               Chef Specials • Venison

Old Town

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

American Girl Doll-
themed basket available
at raffle.

Lord of the Rings Lego-themed basket also available at
raffle.

Raffle, Auction To Support Fort Hunt Elementary

F
ort Hunt Elementary School’s Going for the
Green Silent Auction and Raffle is this Fri-
day, March 15. Food service begins at 6

p.m.; bidding opens at 6:30 p.m.  Disney Park
passes, a Blue Ridge Mountain getaway, and Wash-
ington Nationals tickets are a sampling of some

of the items up for auction. Additionally, a raffle
with more than 25 themed baskets will be pre-
sented. Baskets include such themes as American
Girl, Lego, Nerf, Sports and Camps, Justice and
more. Raffle tickets are $1 each with each basket’s
merchandise worth over $100.
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Pack 1509 Hosts
Pinewood Derby

G
entlemen! Start your engines!” was the cry
heard on a brisk Saturday morning in Feb-
ruary when some of Alexandria’s youngest

car racers gathered round the race track.
The Cub Scouts of Pack 1509, along with their

parents and siblings filled Fellowship Hall of Ply-
mouth Haven Baptist Church for their annual Pin-
ewood Derby race. With cars of all makes and mod-
els, the Scouts and their families transformed Fel-
lowship Hall into a Daytona Racetrack North with a
four-lane race track, a pit area to work on and tune
up the cars, a refreshment stand and viewing space
for all to watch the cars zip their way across the fin-
ish line. From Batmobiles, pirate ships, sharks and
video game characters, the boys’ imaginations trans-
formed simple pinewood blocks.

Each car got to race on the track four times. The
fastest of the fast moved onto the semi-finals and
the final race. In the end, a first-year Cub Scout a
Tiger Scout named Colin Sullivan claimed the title
of fastest Pinewood Derby Scout with a speed of
172.4 mph and a time of 2.868 seconds.

Some of Pack 1509’s Pinewood Derby cars. Fastest Pinewood Derby Scout Colin
Sullivan

Rolondo Diaz, den leader for
Webelo 2’s in Pack 1509.
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 Digestive Healthcare
Specialists, L.L.C.

and the office of
Dr. Tanya Davis

would like to wish you a
Happy Colon Cancer

Awareness Month!

2616 Sherwood Hall Lane, #307
Alexandria, VA 22306

6355 Walker Lane, #300
Alexandria, VA 22310

• COLON SCREENING
• ACID REFLUX

• ABDOMINAL PAIN
• HEMORRHOIDS

• IRRITABLE BOWEL
  SYNDROME (IBS)

• RECTAL BLEEDING

If you are in the general population
and are over the age of 50, or if you
are African-American and over the

age of 45, you should have your colon
screened to help prevent colon cancer.

703-780-7010
For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Hollin Hall $489,000
7926 New Market Road

Absolutely lovely  home  w/over $130k
in recent improvements in great loca-
tion!  Stunning front porch and Family
Room addition in 2009 by custom
builder. Slate floor on front porch and
back patio. Replacement windows.
New 2012 & ’09: large shed, cedar
fence, driveway, roof, dishwasher, hot

water, stove, humidifier.  Beautful backyard. It’s a gem! Waynewood Elementary,
close to GW Parkway, Potomac River and minutes to Old Town.

Alex./Riverside Estates  $2,850
8332 Wagon Wheel Road

Gorgeous 5 BR/3.5 BA Colonial with
1-car garage in prestigious Mount
Vernon Community of Riverside
Estates. Freshly painted interior,
beautifully refinished hdwd floors on
main & upper levels. Updated baths,
large bedrooms, 2 Fpls (1 gas & 1
wood), 3 finished levels w/5th bed-

room, 3rd full bath & Rec room & storage rm in finished walk-up basement. 5
mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 20 to Ntl Airport & 30/35 to Pentagon/D.C.

R
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Alex./Mt. Vernon Manor $479,850
8719 Falkstone Lane

Stunning 4BR, 3BA Split on a
beautiful, professionally land-
scaped yard. Totally updated –
kitchen, baths, triple pane
replacement windows, HVAC,
roof, freshly painted and new deck
overlooking large beautiful fenced
back yard. Hardwood floors under

carpet on main & upper levels. 10 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 30 mins to Ntl
Airport. Great buy, won’t last long.!

Alex./Riverside Est. $629,900
8515 Mt. Vernon Hwy.

Beautiful Contemporary Home w/Stunning
Renovations & Upgrades! 3 additions bumping
out the kitchen, foyer & dining rm, creating
bright & open flow, perfect for entertaining.
Decks off the dining rm & MBR offer scenic views
of a lg professionally landscaped back yard.
Large detached garage offers parking, storage &
workshop areas-every man’s dream. Many sport-

ing events have been watched on its overhead projector & widescreen TV. Too many upgrades to list-
Come see for yourself! 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir-15 mins to Huntington Metro/Old Town Alex-This is a 10!
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Alex./Riverside Est. $499,000
8404 Bound Brook Lane

Lovely 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial (3,000
SF under roof), in Mount Vernon.
Large spacious bedrooms, (2
MBRs), beautiful refinished hard-
wood floors on main and upper
levels. Family room off the kitchen,
freshly painted interior, 2FPLs,
large unfinished basement for stor-

age or finishing. Walk to Elementary and High Schools. 7 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir (South) and 25 mins to Ntl Airport (North) – Great Value!!

Alex./Riverside Est. $799,900
8312 Wagon Wheel Road

Stunningly updated 4BR, 2.5BA-
WATERFRONT Colonial w/3 fin lvls
backing to Little Hunting Creek offers
amazingly beautiful views of nature,
teeming w/wildlife. Rec rm opens to a
large deck & patio, perfect for enter-
taining. A paradise in your own home.
Also, remodeled baths, & kitchen

w/granite counters. Refinished hdwd floors. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to Old
Town/Huntington Metro. This is a spectacular value for waterfront!

Alex./Mt. Vernon  Mid $400s
8620 Curtis Avenue

Lovely, spacious 4BR/3BA Split in
the heart of Mt. Vernon-Hardwood
floors throughout main level, eat-in
kitchen with ceramic tiled floor.
Walkout lower level offers a family
room w/wood FPL, new carpet and
new sliding glass door to a large,
fenced back yard. Also, a 4th BR,

3rd bath and den. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town, 25 to
NTL Airport and 30 to D.C./Pentagon. Priced for a quick sale.
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News

From Page 3

Elder Care
caring for older adults.

“With this designation, Inova
Mount Vernon Hospital is now part
of a community of resources pro-
vided by NICHE,” said Laura
Shanks, a medical surgical clini-
cal nurse specialist. “Because older
people face greater challenges
when hospitalized, it’s important
to have access to resources that
NICHE can provide, like educa-
tional programs, training,
mentorships and resources for de-
veloping evidence-based protocols
to improve the outcomes for our
older adult patients.”

These models have been imple-
mented and tested at hospitals
across the country and have been
shown to be effective in improv-
ing clinical care and outcomes for
elders during and following hos-
pital admission.

A program of the Hartford In-
stitute for Geriatric Nursing at
New York University College of
Nursing, NICHE has evolved into
the only national geriatric care
program for hospitals. It is cur-
rently comprised of nearly 300
hospitals across the country that
share the goal to achieve patient-
centered care for older adults.

— Jeanne Theismann
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Keller Williams Realty
6408 Grovedale Drive, suite 101
Alexandria, VA 22310

Associate Broker,
licensed in VA, MD & DC
Office: 703.562.1809
Mobile: 703-623-2479
www.reneg.yourkwagent.com
www.findafairfaxhome.com

Stunning Brick & Stucco Royal English Estate,
9055 Tower House Place, Alexandria VA 22308

4,565 Sq. Ft. of Living Space featuring
5 bedrooms and 5.5 Baths on the Largest Lot
on the street in River View at Mount Vernon

$1,350,000.00
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News

Annual Black History Celebration
The Gum Springs Community Center presented the 2013 Annual Black History Celebra-
tion on Saturday, March 2 with the theme of “Celebrating Black History from Africa to
America and the World Over (The Past, Present and Future).” Close to 300 people
attemded. The production encompassed narration in the form of a field trip, skits,
music, dance, history roll call and poetry. The program began in an African village to a
ship, The Good Ship Jesus, slave auction and the signing of the Emancipation Procla-
mation. The event was sponsored by The Gum Springs Community Center’s Advisory
Board and Community Center in Partnership with The New Gum Springs Civic Associa-
tion, The Gum Springs Historical Society, Cif-Paam, I-CCANN Services, LLC, Lowes Home
Improvement Store, Shiver Management, Good Shepherd Housing and Wal Mart.
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Reaching the Beach
The West Potomac Dance Team competed in Ocean City last month at Reach The
Beach National Championships. The JV team brought home two honorable men-
tions for Pom and Hip Hop competing against other small varsity dance teams.
The varsity dance team placed second in Hip Hop and second in Pom and earned a
bid to the U.S. finals in both Hip Hop and Pom.
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Touring UCM’s
Cynthia Hull
Food Pantry
The Fairfax County Food
Providers Network —
comprised of representa-
tives of more than 15 area
local nonprofits that ad-
dress food insecurity with
food pantries and related
programs — met on Feb.
25 at United Community
Ministries in Alexandria to
tour UCM’s newly up-
graded client-choice
Cynthia Hull Food Pantry.
From left are Christina Garris, food manager at Our Daily Bread of Fairfax; Cecelia
Vergaretti of Capital Area Food Bank; Jose Fratti, food pantry manager at UCM, and
Roxanne Rice, executive director at Food For Others in Fairfax. UCM’s food pantry
welcomes donations on nonperishable food items at 7511 Fordson Road in Alexandria
every weekday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., as well as the first Sunday morning of each
month. For a list of most needed items, visit www.ucmagency.org or call 703-768-7106.
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Launching Breakthrough Book Club
Explore different aspects of the “Small Business Break-

through” book at the monthly Breakthrough Book Club, the
third Tuesday of every month, from 7:30 to 9 a.m., in a joint
program of the Small Business Development Center and the
Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce.

Meetings will be facilitated by Kevin Lewis, BCC, and manag-
ing partner at LMK Partners LLC. The launch meeting will be
held at the offices of the Community Business Partnership
located at 7001 Loisdale Road, Springfield, on Tuesday, March
19, at 7:30 a.m.   All interested business owners, managers,
and startup entrepreneurs are invited to attend.  There is no
charge to attend meetings.

For more information contact Kevin Lewis at
Kevin@LMKpartners.com or 703-539-2631.

Breakthrough Book Club participants can download a free
copy of the Small Business Breakthrough book  at http://
www.SmallBusiness-Breakthrough.org, or from iTunes. The
book is 100 pages long and comes with eight management
tools that are designed for small businesses.

Wymond Associates Honored
Wymond Associates, a technology consulting firm, has been

chosen as one of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s 100 Blue
Ribbon Award winners, representing the best in American small
business. The awards program is designed to honor the nation’s
job creators and recognize their contributions as drivers of
economic growth.

The Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce nominated
Wymond Associates for its active support in legislative and
regulatory action designed to help small business.

For more information, case studies and a list of clients, visit
the Wymond website at www.wymond.com.

Scholarship Applications Available
Scholarship applications for the 2013 Mount Vernon-Lee

Chamber of Commerce Education Partnership Scholarships are
now available.  Scholarships of $2,000 will be awarded to
graduating high school seniors in Mount Vernon and Lee
Districts pursuing further education in a business-related field.

Applications are available at http://www.mtvernon-
leechamber.org/Education-Partnership.html, at high school
career centers, or by calling 703-360-6925.  Students may
apply online or download an application and return it.  All
applications must be received by the Mount Vernon-Lee Cham-
ber of Commerce by Friday, April 26.  Those applying for the
scholarships must plan to pursue further education in a busi-
ness-related field, have a minimum high school GPA of 3.0, and
have work or community volunteer experience.  Applicants
must submit an essay with the application and a copy of their
high school transcript.

News Briefs Community
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Opinion

C
onsider this as a possible scenario
(although perhaps we should have
saved this for April 1): Fewer
people are smoking, and many of

those who do are smoking less. Virginia’s ciga-
rette tax, the lowest of any state at 30 cents a
pack, is a declining revenue source. Higher
cigarette taxes are proven to reduce smoking.
Under current logic in the Commonwealth,
there would be two courses of action to raise
revenue: a) cut the cigarette tax, and b) charge
non-smokers a fee to make up the difference
and to compensate for the fact that they don’t
pay cigarette taxes.

This is basically the convoluted approach that
leads to the $100 annual hybrid fee as part of
Virginia’s proposed transportation plan, to help
make up for the reduced tax on gas.

The annual $100 surcharge for owners of
hybrids vehicles should be stripped out of the
transportation bill. Something that could add
$1,000 to the price of owning a car over a nor-
mal period of time discourages innovation and
punishes people who are trying to reduce pol-
lution and dependence on oil.

It also seems likely that the greatest concen-

tration of ownership of hybrid vehicles would
be in Northern Virginia, so it’s one more way
to extract more money from our region.

To replace these funds, plus a little, why not
charge an additional $100 annual registration
fee for any vehicle with a purchase price of
$40,000 or more? Or charge the additional
$100 for any personal vehicle with a miles-

per-gallon rating of less than 25 miles per gal-
lon highway, especially since the more gas your
car burns in Virginia, the more of a break you
are receiving on the gas tax reduction. Or
charge a sliding fee based on the number of
miles driven and the weight of the vehicle
(hint: the fee would go up with the miles and
weight).

Or raise, rather than reduce, the gas tax and
index it to inflation.

Hybrid Hijinks Discouraging innovation
in high-tech Virginia.

Editorials
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Saint Patrick’s Day has always been holiday
associated with alcoholic beverages.

You, and/or the young adults in your house-
hold, will naturally have a plan to celebrate
without drinking and driving. Plan to have a
designated driver. Plan to take public trans-
portation home. Plan to party at home or at a
friend’s house where you can spend the night.

If all of those plans fall through, however,
and you end up without a ride home when
you’ve been drinking on Saint Patrick’s Day,
the Washington Regional Alcohol Program has
a safety net for you, SoberRide — Saint Patty’s

Sober on Saint Patrick’s Day?
edition.

WRAP’s 2013 Saint Patrick’s Day SoberRide
program will be offered on Sunday, March 17,
from 4 p.m. to 4 a.m. on Monday, March 18.
To receive a free cab ride home (up to a $30.00
fare), call 800-200-8294. You must be 21 or
older to use the SoberRide service. Last Saint
Patrick’s Day, more than 600 potentially im-
paired drivers made use of this service.
SoberRide has has provided more than 57,000
free rides home to people who otherwise might
have driven drunk.

See www.soberride.com.

Broken
Compromise
To the Editor:

During the final week of the General As-
sembly Session this year, the Virginia State
Senate Democrats worked with Gov. Robert
McDonnell to reach a compromise to pass a
transportation plan — a plan that is funded
in part by funds not yet appropriated from
Congress — funds unlikely to ever material-
ize for Virginia. In return for the Senate Demo-
crats’ votes for the transportation plan, the
Governor signed an agreement on Medicaid
expansion. We thought this agreement was

made in good faith. We are disappointed that
Governor McDonnell appears now to be back-
ing out on this agreement, choosing to pacify
the right wing of his party instead of working
for the health and well-being of our Common-
wealth.

In a letter to the Obama Administration,
McDonnell stated that there has been no agree-
ment to expand Medicaid. “Some media out-
lets and elected officials have labeled this [the
compromise agreement] as approving Medic-
aid expansion in Virginia. This is absolutely
incorrect,” he wrote to HHS Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius.

Medicaid expansion would provide health
care for more than 400,000 Virginians who

work but are unable to afford insurance. It
would also provide some 30,000 jobs. Cost for
Medicaid expansion will largely be borne by
federal funding. Refusing these funds will send
millions of Virginia tax dollars to other states.
Virginia presently ranks 48th out of 50 states
in Medicaid spending.

Senate Democrats agreed to approve this
transportation plan only after we believed that
Governor McDonnell was agreeing to the ex-
pansion of Medicaid. We were misled. I am
extremely disappointed that the compromise
was not what I thought it was.

Linda T. “Toddy” Puller
State Senator (D-36)

Letter to the Editor

By Scott A. Surovell

Delegate (D-44)

N
ow that the 2013 session of
the General Assembly’s work
has been completed, except

for the April 3 veto session, I will con-
tinue my report on several measures. I
have already covered the transportation legis-
lation and Medicaid.

I cast 2,000 votes in this session for our dis-
trict.

Six bills that I authored or was chief co-pa-
tron for await the Governor’s signature, along
with three budget amendments. Three of my
bills were referred to study commissions.

Last year, we passed legislation that required
voters to present some form of identification.
This included a social security card, voter reg-
istration card, utility bill, bank statement or
paycheck. The General Assembly this year ap-
proved a bill that deleted all of these and re-

quires a voter to present photo ID. I
opposed this bill.

Voter registrars do not mail out voter
registration cards every year. Eleven
percent of Americans do not have a

picture or government-issued ID. Many elderly,
blind, young and low-income voters do not
have government-issued IDs. On the floor, I
argued that someone could effectively be de-
nied their right to vote if they lose their driver’s
license or it is suspended and surrendered if
they do not pay a traffic fine. The Department
of Justice has blocked similar legislation in
states like Virginia with a history of racial dis-
crimination. This bill awaits the Governor’s
action.

The Governor proposed several education
bills. The Governor continued to press school
reform legislation. I supported legislation cre-

ating A-F letter grades for every school in the
state based on existing state and federal per-
formance and improvement metrics. More in-
formation is a good thing and existing school
rating systems require a graduate degree to
understand. Easy-to-understand information
will help generate parental interest and in-
volvement.

The legislature also passed, without my sup-
port, the Governor’s proposal called Opportu-
nity School Districts. If a school cannot improve
after a period of time, the school is “assigned”
to the “Opportunity School District” which is
run by a “School Board” made up on political
appointees tasked with turning the school
around.

I opposed this because, first, it completely
the destroys the nexus between taxpayers, par-
ents and accountability. The local jurisdiction
will send money to Richmond and have no

Commentary

2013 General Assembly’s Mixed Record

See Mixed Record,  Page 14
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Spring Pet Health Care Classes
• Pet First Aid

• Making Your Pet’s Food
• Savvy Pet Care Techniques

  Register early. Classes are filling quickly!

Sotheby’s International Realty

Swann Daingerfield Penthouse $725,000
A rare opportunity to live in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria.
The elegant, historic Swann Daingerfield condominium has a spacious
20 ft x 13 ft living room with 111⁄2-foot ceilings and marble fireplace,
dining room with 2nd fireplace, kitchen with sunny breakfast area,
spacious 2nd bedroom. Large Master Bedroom, Master Bathroom and
Dressing Room. Balcony overlooking courtyard garden. Elevator,
private parking and large storage area. This sought-after location at
the corner of Prince Street and S. Columbus Street is only two blocks
away from King Street and Washington Street. Perfect for gracious
living and convenient to all amenities of Old Town, Alexandria.

For private showings, please contact
Cindy Byrnes Golubin 202-437-3861

Proud TWIG member since 1978
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From Page 1

News

confident some kind of solution can be ar-
ranged to get the dugout ready for the first
game.

“We want to create a good environment
for the baseball program,” said Marshal
Larkey, head baseball coach. “We still don’t
really know why they told us to stop work
when it’s basically done.”

FOR YEARS, baseball players have been

bumping their heads on the roof of dugout.
So a group of parents got together and
started raising about $2,400 for materials.
A grandparent of one of the players is a gen-
eral contractor, and he offered to donate
his services. The parents decided that they
wanted to raise the roof 12 inches and cre-
ate new cubbyholes, which would give the
players a place to stash their belongings
during the game.

“It’s not new construction,” said Larkey.
“We were basically remodeling it.”

Scrambling To Bring Baseball Dugout up to Code
Late last month, Fairfax County officials

arrived at the school and shut down the
renovation. The renovations were almost
complete when the work stopped. Now the
project is at a standstill while county offi-
cials, school leaders and parents try to fig-
ure out a way forward. County officials say
finishing the project in a way that meets
code requirements would cost about
$16,000.

“Our priority is addressing the code is-
sues before the baseball season starts,” said

Storck. “I’m working with staff to make sure
that happens, either with additional sup-
port or sweat equity from the parents and
the baseball community.”

The dugout as it appears now that
a stop-work order has been placed
on the renovation.

Courtesy of the Mount Vernon High School baseball team.
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ClassifiedClassified

CLARIDGE HOUSE II

301 N. Ripley St., Alexandria VA 22304

Tel: 703-823-5444

Claridge House Waiting List opens on April 1, 2013.

Claridge House is an Elderly subsidized

Section 8 apartment for 62 years old and

over and a limited number of apartments

for persons with disabilities.

2 Apartments 2 Apartments

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rrsstt   sseessss iioonn  

wwhheenn  yyoouu  mmeenntt iioonn  tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Memoriam
Today, March 12th, 2013, marks one year since
the tragic and sudden passing of loving father
and husband Dana Brian Simonsen. Brian is sur-
vived by his daughter Danaka, wife Barbara, and
countless friends and family. Brian served his
country proudly as a Marine and toured overseas
for 9 months.He was a seriously dedicated and
hard worker, but most importantly a dedicated
and truly loving father. His laugh would make you
smile, his smile would make  you laugh, and his
heart made everyone feel welcomed and loved.
Please take a moment to remember a man we all
aspire to be, Dana Brian Simonsen.

EmploymentEmployment

Great Job Opportunity!
George Washington’s Mount Vernon is seeking a full-time
Receiving/Stock person. Must be able to lift at least 30
lbs., have current Drivers License and good driving
record. Must pass drug test and background check.
Salary low $20s, Full-time & great benefits. Call or e-mail
Sharon: 703-799-5233 • sezzeldin@mountvernon.org

RETAIL SALES
Old Town boutique looking for someone 

2-3 /wk. Student or mature person 
welcome.  Some weekend work 

necessary.  Computer knowledge is a 
plus. Call Mrs. Lasker in the evening at 

703-765-7583.

START A STRONG STABLE, 
PROFITABLE CAREER

NEW $1000 SIGN-ON BONUS
REGIONAL DRIVERS

Start at 42.5; earn 43.5
cpm w/fuel bonus

�Be Home EVERY Week
�Uniforms Provided

�BCBS Family & Individual 
Insurance, Dental, Vision and Health and 

Wellness Programs
�CDL-A w/4 mos. T/T Exp Req.

Paid Driver Training Program for Recent 
Grads & CDL-A Drivers w/Limited 

Experience
Averittcareers.com

888-WORK-4-US
Equal Opportunity Employer

HAIR SALON FOR SALE
SALON IN ALEXANDRIA, VA HAS 

FOUR STATIONS, 
LOW MONTHLY RENTAL.

ASKING PRICE 25K. CONTACT 
DANIEL 571-490-1122 

FOR MORE INFORMATION.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!
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classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

BATHS BATHS

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGELS 
TREE SERVICE

Tree removal, tree top-
ping stump grinding, and 

storm damage trees. 
Insured, professional, 
and friendly. For free 
estimate call Angel at 

703-216-4800
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

From Page 8

Opinion

control over what happens to it. Parents will
have no school member to work with. The
Constitution of Virginia does not recognize
a school district like this. Also, this could
be an end run around Virginia’s school
boards and encourage more charter schools.

The legislature also expanded the tax
credit available for corporations to send
their tax dollars to foundations to fund
scholarships for private schools. Private
schools have a legitimate role, but the gov-
ernment should not fund them.

We funded a 2 percnt raise for teachers
and about 1,000 new in-state student slots
at state supported colleges, and funded
about 400 new slots for intellectually and
developmentally disabled adults to be cared
for in community settings.

Efforts to allow jurisdictions to start
school before Labor Day and allow home
schooled children to play in public school
sports also died in the Senate again. I sup-
ported Labor Day and voted against the
sports bill.

The effort to lift Virginia’s uranium min-
ing ban did not get out of committee after
a huge push by Virginia Uranium. The
Governor’s effort to change Virginia’s con-
stitution and allow automatic restoration of
voting rights for convicted felons died on
the third day of session.

On Wednesday, April 3, the General As-
sembly will meet for the veto session where
we will cast another 250 votes.

Help clean up our streams on April 6. I
will host another cleanup of Little Hunting
Creek on Saturday, April 6, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. as part of the Alice Ferguson Foun-
dation Annual Potomac River Cleanup.
Please sign up at
scottsurovell.blogspot.com.

It is an honor to serve as your delegate.

Mixed Record

Email announcements to gazette@connectionnews
papers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon.

FRIDAY/MARCH 15
Going for the Green Spring Silent Auction.

6:30 p.m. at Fort Hunt Elementary School.
Music will be provided by DJ Bob, food and
facepainting will be available for purchase.
There will also be a raffle for items.

SATURDAY/MARCH 16
Boater Education Course. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at

Knights of Columbus Hall, 8592 Richmond
Highway. The course meets the boating
education requirements of all states. Contact
Rich Miller at eaglesailor75@cox.net or 703-
780-3765.

Silent Auction. 6:30-11 p.m. at Collingwood
Library and Museum, 8301 E. Boulevard Drive.
Browse items from Sugar House, Wintergreen
Resort and more. $35/person. Visit
www.tauxemont.org/auction for information.

Amazing Egg Hunt. Children ages 1-12 can
participate in the Plymouth Haven Baptist
Church from 10 a.m.-noon. Free, but
reservations requested. Enjoy face painting,
crafts and more. 703-360-4370.

Touch-A-Truck. 3-6 p.m. at Thomas Jefferson
High School, 6560 Braddock Road. Explore fire
trucks, police cars and other vehicles. This is a
hands-on event, so horns will be sounded and
more. $5/person, children under 2 are free.
Proceeds benefit Fort Hunt Preschool. Visit
www.forthuntpreschool.com/events for more.

Bulletin Board
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See Calendar,  Page 16

E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit. See Matthew D. Kiehl’s

“Craft and Character: Wasteland” at
the Schlesinger Center Margaret W &
Joseph L. Fisher Gallery. See an
exploration of pen and ink on paper.
Through March 17. Free.

“Hearth and Home.” Potomac Fiber
Arts Gallery in the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
presents a juried show where items
reflect on the meaning of home, or
items used in the home. Through
March 17. Free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
703-548-0935.

Theater Peformance. March 15 and
16 at 7:30 p.m. March 17 at 3 p.m.
Mount Vernon Community Children’s
Theatre presents Disney’s “My Son
Pinocchio.” This production will be
performed at Bryant Alternative High
School on Popkins Lane. Tickets cost
$10 in advance and $12 at the door.
Visit www.mvcct.org/ to pre-order
tickets.

Art Exhibit. March Fundraiser exhibit
at Target Gallery, Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. Through
March 17. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or 703-838-
4565.

Needlework Exhibit. Exhibit is at
Historic Woodlawn Museum, 9000
Richmond Highway. Through March
31. There is a fee. Visit http://
woodlawn1805.org.

Art Exhibit. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. “State of
Emergency,” Sabyna Sterrett’s
exhibition of woven repurposed
plastic bags and products, will be
featured in The Art League Gallery,
at 105 N. Union St. Through April 1.
Free. Visit www.theartleague.org or
call 703-683-1780.

Art Exhibit. See “Process:
Photography” at The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Features established and
emerging talent displaying a wide
variety of picture taking devices
ranging from large print to electron
microscopy. Over 15 types of
equipment are represented. Through
April 7. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org for
more.

Spring Classes. Art at the Center,
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Children
ages 6-10 can participate. Register at
www.artatthecenter.org or 703-201-
1250.

Tavern Toddlers. Mondays, 10:30
a.m.-noon. Mondays through the end
of April. Designed for walkers
through 36 months and their
caregivers. Tavern Toddlers features
a weekly open playtime in Gadsby’s
historic ballroom. Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum is located at 134 North
Royal St. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Art Exhibit. Through May 11. Local
artist Nicholaus Aman attempts to
express the compelling nature of the
Pacific coast through his solo
exhibition, “Pacific Pulse,” at
Alexandria’s Artspace 109 Gallery,
109 N. Fairfax St. The gallery hours
are: Tuesday through Friday noon-5
p.m., Saturdays 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Sundays noon-5 p.m.

THURSDAY/MARCH 14
Toast to Fashion. 6:30-10 p.m. at

Belle Haven Country Club. Enjoy a
fashion show, marketplace, raffle and
more. Benefits the Campagna Center.
Visit www.campagnacenter.org to
purchase tickets.

Open Discussion. 3 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Low Vision
Tea and Talk “Do you know what I
know?” discussion with Gloria
Sussman. Call 703-746-1760.

Thursday Art Night. 6-9 p.m. “Spring
Awakening” at the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union Street.
Browse three floors of open studios
and galleries, converse with artists
and enjoy refreshments at this
monthly event. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/
thursday.htm

Fundraiser. 7 p.m. reception; 8 p.m.
performance at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St. Healthy Families Alexandria
presents “Ladies Swing the Blues” to
benefit early childhood intervention
programs. $75/person. Register at
https://give.nvfs.org/pages/event-
registrations/metrostage-registration
or call 571-438-7715.

An Evening With Cowboy Junkies.
Includes a complete performance of
“Black Eyed Man” at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500 for times, pricing and
tickets.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Limited to 25
children. Free. 703-746-1705.

Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Library Speed Dating. 7 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Book
lovers can share love of books to find
a literary better half. Prizes will be
awarded. Free. 703-746-1751 to
reserve a spot.

FRIDAY/MARCH 15
Art Party. 7-10 p.m. at Target Gallery

in the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St. Get a discount on artwork, enjoy
prizes, music, games, wings and
more. Visit www.torpedofactory.org
for more.

Live Music. 7:30-9:30 p.m. The Mount
Vernon Swing Band will perform at
the Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. $4. Call 703-765-
4573.

Going for the Green Spring Silent
Auction. 6:30 p.m. at Fort Hunt
Elementary School. Music will be
provided by DJ Bob, food and
facepainting will be available for
purchase. There will also be a raffle
for items.

Wee Ones Story Time. 10:30-11 a.m.
at Hooray for Books, 1555 King
Street. Children ages 2 and under
can enjoy stories and songs. Free.
Call 703-548-4092 or visit
www.hooray4books.com.

MARCH 15-16
The Average White Band. 7:30 p.m.

$35. Visit
www.averagewhiteband.com. The
Birchmere Music Hall is located at
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

SATURDAY/MARCH 16

Conversations and Stories. 2:30
p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. Local artist/storyteller Sushmita
Mazumdar will read from her books
and more. $20/includes tea and
cookies.

Andrew Jackson Birthday Gala
Dinner and Fundraiser. 6:30
p.m. at George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.
Features a catered dinner, auction
and more. $20/person which will go
to one of three scholarship funds.
Visit www.andrewjackson120.org for
more.

Poetry and Book-Making
Workshop. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Del
Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave., lead by artists Stacy Rauch and
D.J. Gaskin. Create a journal and
personal poems. $75 (includes
supplies). Register by March 8
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
bookmaking.

Touch-A-Truck. 3-6 p.m. at Thomas
Jefferson High School, 6560
Braddock Road. Explore fire trucks,
police cars and other vehicles. This is
a hands-on event,so horns will be
sounded and more. $5/person,
children under 2 are free. Proceeds
benefit Fort Hunt Preschool. Visit
www.forthuntpreschool.com/events
for more.

Civil War Artillery Projectile
Presentation. 10 a.m.-noon and 2-
4 p.m., 30-minute presentations will
be offered. Come learn about the
projectiles used in the Civil War at
Fort Ward, located at 4301 West
Braddock Road. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dance Performance. The
Choreographers Collaboration Project
presents their Spring Modern Dance
Concert at T.C. Williams High School
auditorium, 3330 King St. The
concert is inspired by public art
pieces and public locations in
Alexandria. Adults/$10; ages 12-17/
$5; kids under 12/free. Visit
www.ccpdance.org or call 703-683-
2070.

Auction. The Potomack Company’s

Spring Catalogue Sale will feature
two works by Andy Warhol, as well
as Asian art, Tiffany jewelry and
southern antique furniture. The
Potomack Company is located at
1120 N. Fairfax St. Visit
www.potomackcompany.com.

Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703-
746-1702.

Fundraiser. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Daniel
O’Connell’s Restaurant and Bar in
Old Town. Alexandria Rugby, Inc will
donate the funds to Center for
Alexandria’s Children. The event
features live broadcast of three rugby
matches, awards and more. Free. E-
mail Owen Malone at
owen.malone@alexandriarugby.org
for more.

Wee Ones Story Time. 10:30-11 a.m.
at Hooray for Books, 1555 King
Street. Children ages 2 and under
can enjoy stories and songs. Free.
Call 703-548-4092 or visit
www.hooray4books.com.

Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. at
Artspace 109, 109 N. Fairfax St.
Local artist Nicholaus Aman
showcases “Pacific Pulse.” Free.

Performance. 7 p.m. at Convergence,
1801 N. Quaker Lane. 7 Sopranos
will perform and then a champagne
reception will follow, featuring an
exhibit by artist and Typeface
designer Chris Lozos. $25 donation
suggested. All proceeds will help
send 7 Sopranos to Carnegie Hall.

SUNDAY/MARCH 17
Watch Awards 2013. 7 p.m. in the

Music Hall at the Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. $15. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500. Visit
www.washingtontheater.org for
nominees.

African Drumming Workshop. 2-
3:30 p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian

Entertainment

Magpie
Focus Music presents the folk duo Magpie (Greg Artzner and Terry Leonino), on

Sunday, March 17, at 7 p.m. at Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard
St. Tickets are $18, $15 in advance at www.focusmusic.org or call 703-501-6061.
New York-based Magpie is a husband-and-wife duo originally from Takoma Park,
Md. Their repertoire of largely topical songs encompasses traditional and contem-
porary folk, jazz, blues, country and ragtime styles, and includes many original
compositions. Magpie has a high-energy sound, characterized by tight harmonies
on guitar, mandolin and harmonica. Visit www.magpiemusic.com.

A world premiere by Thomas W. Jones II and William Knowles. Explore the jazz
folklore, mythologies and backstage stories of the ’40s and ’50s with four legend-
ary jazz divas as they gather to commemorate the passing of jazz legend Charlie
Parker. Starring Sandy Bainum, Anthony Manough, Yvette Spears, Roz White, and
Lori Williams. Performances are through March 31, Thursday and Friday at 8 p.m.,
Saturday at 3 and 8 p.m., and Sun at 3 and 7 p.m. Tickets are $50 (students, $25).
For tickets call 800-494-8497 or visit www.metrostage.org. For information or
group rates, call 703-548-9044. 1201 North Royal St. Fully accessible, free park-
ing.
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Roz White, Lori Williams, Yvette Spears and Sandy Bainum star in MetroStage’s “Ladies
Swing the Blues.”

‘Ladies Swing the
Blues’ Extended
Through March 31
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LOVE Technology & eliminate the hassles!
Specializing in Smartphones, Tablets & Personal Computers

iWhat.biz provides technology training & support & we come to you!

30% off through March 31st!
Regular rate: $99 per hour

Visit iWhat.biz to schedule your appointment now
or call 703-594-1145 for more details

Technology is everywhere and we are here to help you make sense of it all!

From Page 15

See Calendar,  Page 17

Commission for Women will honor
11 women who have contributed to
improving the quality of life in
Alexandria. $85/person includes
dinner. Visit www.alexwomen.com or
703-746-3123.

Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. or 11:15
a.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children ages 12-23 months can
enjoy stories and more. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Baby Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
up to 11 months can hear stories and
more. Sign up half-hour before it
begins. Free. 703-746-1705.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free. 703-
746-1703.

Animal Shelter Visit. 3:30 p.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children in ages
K-5 can learn about animals, their
habits, care and training. Animals
usually come along for a visit. 703-
746-1705.

Biography Book Club. 7 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 1015 N. Quincy St.
Free. Call for title. 703-746-1743.

TUESDAY/MARCH 19
Poetry Readings and Discussion.

11 a.m. a Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. Free.
Reservations required, 703-765-
4573.

Dance. 9-11 p.m. DJ Dance with TK the
DJ at The Carlyle Club, 411 John
Carlyle St. Free.

Performance. Mint Condition
performs at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for times, pricing and tickets.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories
and more. Sign up half-hour before.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Game Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Children ages 8-12
can play with their friends. Free. 703-
746-1702.

Craft Night. 7 p.m. at Barrett Library,
717 Queen St. All skill levels can
meet other crafters, get help on
projects or just come to share the
love of crafts. Free. 703-746-1703.

MARCH 19 THROUGH APRIL 23
Art Exhibit. Open Friday-Wednesday

10 a.m.-6 p.m. and Thursday 1-9

Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. Susan
Berning leads the interactive
rhythms. Bring own drum, bell or
shaker, or ask to borrow one. $5/
person or $15/family. Contact Susan
Berning at 443-761-0165 or
sberning@worldportico.com.

Film Fest. In honor of Women’s History
Month watch “The Queen” at 2 p.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Free. Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us
or 703-746-1702.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration. 11:30
a.m.-10 p.m. Come celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day at Virtue Feed and
Grain, located 106 S. Union St.
Featuring Corned Beef Sandwiches,
Fish N Chips and Shepherd’s Pie, as
well as Irish bands and dancers from
the Boyle School of Irish Dance. Visit
www.virtuefeedandgrain.com or call
571-970-3669.

Concert. Focus Music presents the folk
duo Magpie (Greg Artzner and Terry
Leonino) at Church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.
Tickets are $18 general, $15 in
advance. Visit www.focusmusic.org
or call 703-501-6061.

Concert. 3 p.m. The Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic will
perform at the Church of the
Epiphany, 1317 G St. Featuring the
world premiere of James Kazik’s
Symphony, among other works. In
addition, World renowned piano
virtuoso Thomas Pandolfi will
perform Edward MacDowell’s D
Minor Piano Concerto. $10 General
Admission tickets, ages 18 and under
attend free. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org.

Kegs & Eggs. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at Union
Street Public House, 121 S. Union St.
Start St. Patrick’s Day with a brunch
menu inspired by the public houses
of Ireland. Visit
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com for
a menu.

Live Music. 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. at Virtue
Feed & Grain, 106 S. Union St.
Fusebox will perform two sets. Visit
virtuefeedandgrain.com or 571-970-
3669.

Opera. 4 p.m. Virginia Bronze presents
Opera is for Everyone, featuring
guest vocalist Gregory Stuart and
Carol Feather Martin, artistic director
at George Washington Masonic
Memorial Auditorium. Tickets, $5-20,
will be available at the door, in
advance from any member of Virginia
Bronze, or online. Visit
www.vabronze.org or call 888-824-
2541. The Masonic Memorial is
located at 101 Callahan Dr.

MONDAY/MARCH 18
Salute to Women Awards Banquet.

6:30 p.m. reception; dinner at 7:15
p.m. at Westin Hotel Alexandria, 400
Courthouse Square. Alexandria’s

Entertainment

p.m. Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
announces the opening of the juried
show “Sculptural Elements.” Located
located in Studio 18 of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center at 105 North
Union Street. Free Admission. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 20
Antiques Club. 9:30 a.m. at Hollin

Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Features Vivian
Kronstedt who will discuss the
history of the Avon company. Free.
703-765-4573.

Music Performance. 9-11 p.m. Hear
the blues band The Smokin’ Polecats
at Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South
Pickett St. $10.

Performance. Mint Condition
performs at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for times, pricing and tickets.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age

Metropolitan Fine Arts Center Youth Tap Ensemble will
perform at the 5th Annual DC Tap Festival All Star Con-
cert at 8 p.m. on Sat., March 23 at Duke Ellington Theatre,
3500 R Street., NW, Washington, D.C. All tickets can be
purchased online at www.dctapfestival.com.

Metropolitan Fine Arts Center of Alexandria and Fairfax
Station is a multi-disciplinary performing arts organization
in the Washington, D.C. area that has taught dance, mu-
sic and theater to more than 10,000 students since opening
in 2001. MFAC offers high quality performing arts train-

ing in a ground-breaking, holistic learning environment
that cultivates creativity, builds community and empow-
ers students. Many students go on to perform in
prestigious arenas including Broadway, national tours,
The Julliard School, The Alvin Ailey American Dance The-
ater, The Washington Ballet and more. MFAC is also
affiliated with its non-profit company, Metropolitan Per-
forming Arts Alliance.

For more information, call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metrofinearts.com.

Alexandria Youth Tap Ensemble to Dance in DC on March 23

24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Nature Program. 3:30 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children in grades K-5 can learn
about various artifacts and animals.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Pajama Party.7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
come dressed in their favorite outfit/
pajamas and listen to stories. Free.
703-746-1702.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Discuss “Murder on the Orient
Express” by Agatha Christie. Free.
703-746-1705.

THURSDAY/MARCH 21
An Evening with Rickie Lee Jones.

7:30 p.m. in the Music Hall at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500 for tickets.

Art Focus Group. 7:30-9 p.m. Puppets
in the classroom — creating

characters to tell stories. Classes are
$25 each or $200 for the 10 class
series. A school or group of teachers
can share the registration for the full
series. At 2804 Sherwood Hall Ln.
Call 703-201-1250.

Presentation. 6:30 p.m. at the Art
League Gallery, located in the
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Representatives from the Alice
Ferguson Foundation will discuss
their initiative, in conjunction to the
exhibit “State of Emergency.” Free.
Visit www.theartleague.org or call
703-683-1780.

Model Railroad Club. 10 a.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. The club presents
“The Story of the New York Central
Railroad - History of the 20th
Century LImited.” Free. 703-765-
4573.

Lecture. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. “Preserving
Alexandria’s African American
Heritage: The Development of
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SAVE THE DATE FOR:

The World’s Fanciest Rummage Sale
BENEFITING

Please Donate new (or like-new) items for Sale Now
Have a really big item to donate?

Contact Helen Kruger (703-748-4068) to make pick-up arrangements

Sunday, April 7th, 12-4pm
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

Admission: $5 per Person
Members of the Military FREE with Military ID

On-site moving company available for hire for large item purchases.
 For more information, visit our event site.

http://www.fairfaxbgcgw.org/index.php/rummage-sale

Donations are needed!!!
Make your spring cleaning count this year.

Join us at this incredible event and get unbelievable items at ridiculous prices!!!
You cannot afford to miss this event!!!

Small items and clothing drop-offs may be made to the front of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel,
Tysons Corner with the Bell Staff. Please indicate that the items are for the Boys and

Girls Clubs Rummage Sale. Donation receipts will be available at drop-off.

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b

From Page 16

Freedmen’s Cemetery Memorial” is the
topic. Free. For further information,
contact Kimberly Nathaniel at 703-
746-1770.

Book and Art Sale. 1-5 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909
Windmill Lane. Browse art, children’s
books, puzzles, cds and more.
Proceeds benefit church activities.

FRIDAY/MARCH 22
Performance. Phil Perry performs at

The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for times, pricing and tickets.

Book and Art Sale. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Browse art,
children’s books, puzzles, cds and
more. Proceeds benefit church
activities.

MARCH 22 THROUGH APRIL 28
Art Exhibit. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday

through Friday. “Spotlight,” an
exhibition of acrylic paintings on
canvas by Lukman Ahmad, will be on
display in the Margaret W. and
Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
alexandria/schlesingercenter/
gallery.html.

SATURDAY/MARCH 23
An Evening with Tom Rush. $39.50.

The Birchmere Music Hall is located
at 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Vinyasa Yoga Session. 10-11:30 a.m.
at Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Instructor Isabella

Gutfreund will give an intermediate
skill level class. $15. Register by
March 18 at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Trunk Show. Noon-6 p.m. at Vintage
Mirage, 117 S. Columbus St. Features
Selma Karaca and her Spring 2013
line of hand-made clothes. Free. Visit
www.vintagemirage.com or 703-535-
8200.

Dance Performance. 8 p.m. Jane
Franklin Dance presents Three
degrees of JFD at Woolly Mammoth
Theatre Company, Melton Rehearsal
Hall, 641 D St. Tickets are $25 at the
door; $20 in advance. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or call 703-
933-1111.

An Evening with Tom Rush. At The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for times, pricing and tickets.

Dance Performance. 8 p.m. at Duke
Ellington Theatre, 3500 R St., N.W.,
Washington, D.C. The Metropolitan
Fine Arts Center Youth Tap Ensemble
will perform at the 5th Annual DC
Tap Festival All Star Concert. Visit
www.dctapfestival.com for tickets.

Madison Inaugural Banquet. 8 p.m.
at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. $150 banquet and
reception. Black tie or 1813 attire.
Visit visitalexandrava.com to register.

Book and Art Sale. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Browse art,
children’s books, puzzles, cds and
more. Proceeds benefit church
activities. Everything is half price in
the church, $5 a bag in the mansion.

Program. 10 a.m. in the Helen Wilson
Community Room of the Franconia
Government Center, 6121 Franconia
Road. Learn about the historic
Belvale house on Telegraph Road.
Free.

SUNDAY/MARCH 24
Music. Madeleine Peyroux performs at

7:30 p.m. in the Music Hall at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
$55. Visit www.birchmere.com or
703-549-7500.

Ladies 18th-Century Tea. 3 p.m. or
3:15 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Sip the
museum’s special blend and eat
period-inspired delicacies. $35/
person. Reservations required. 703-
746-4242.

Film Fest. In honor of Women’s History
Month watch “Julie & Julia” at 2 p.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Free. Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us
or 703-746-1702.

Concert. 3 p.m. The Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic will
perform at Bishop Ireton High
School, 201 Cambridge Road.
Featuring the world premiere of
James Kazik’s Symphony, among
other works. In addition, World
renowned piano virtuoso Thomas
Pandolfi will perform Edward
MacDowell’s D Minor Piano
Concerto. $20 General Admission
tickets, ages 18 and under attend
free. Visit www.wmpamusic.org.

THROUGH MARCH 24
Art Exhibit. Multiple Exposures

Gallery in the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St., will showcase work by
three new artists: Tim Hyde, Soomin
Ham and Fred Zafran. Each artist will
showcase the world around us. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

MONDAY/MARCH 25
Live Music. Travis Tritt performs at

7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. $55/person. Visit
birchmere.com or 703-549-7500.

Entertainment
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Choose confidence! Choose the latest technology!
Choose Professional! Choose Ultrasound Associates Women’s Imaging Center...

WE ARE BEHIND YOUR IMAGE!

Women Taking Care of Women

Who’s Behind Your Image?

Our Board certified Radiologists are women’s
imagers and our Technologists are highly
trained registered Mammographers with a
reputation for professionalism and friendliness.

Monjari Gillian, M.D., FACR
Theresa Yuh, M.D., FACR

Judith Albarelli, MA, RT, RDMS
Nora Grobauer, RT, (R) (M)
Angel Malone, RT, (R) (M)

www.ultrasoundassociates.com

Ultrasound Associates Women’s Imaging Center is proud to be the first
to introduce 3D Breast Tomosynthesis Mammography to Alexandria
Virginia. 3D Tomosynthesis is the newest technology in the fight
against breast cancer. Fewer call backs, better detail, low radiation
doses, diagnosing smaller more difficult cancers…these are all the
reasons to have a 3D Mammogram in conjunction with your 2D digital
Mammogram at Ultrasound Associates Women’s Imaging Center.

Monticello Building, Southern Towers
5055 Seminary Road, Suite 104

Alexandria, VA 22311

703.820.8295

“Every woman over 40 should be
examined for breast cancer ONCE A YEAR”

American Cancer Society

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works

…for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alexandria. My wife and I
grew up here. I’m a finish carpenter
with 30 years of experience.

My work is meticulous, and I
take great pride in completing jobs
on time, and on budget. Let me give
you a quote on that spring project
you’ve been thinking about and
check it off your list! My prices are
reflective of the times.

I’m Phillip Norris – Your Alexandria Neighbor

News

Girl Scout Cookies for Sale
Waynewood first graders in Daisy Troop 5654 spent
Saturday, March 9, selling Girl Scout Cookies outside the
Safeway in the Hollin Hall Shopping Center. The scouts
nearly sold out and may be back this weekend with
another supply.
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

T
he West Potomac girls’ lacrosse
program reached the Northern
Region quarterfinals last season,
leading to heightened expecta-

tions for this year’s campaign.
The Wolverines opened the 2013 season

with a strong start on Monday night, jump-
ing out to a 3-0 lead against Yorktown and
building a 10-6 advantage in the second
half.

After the game, head coach Lori Cochran
said she would like the Wolverines to ad-
vance further than the region quarterfinals
this year. While West Potomac still has
plenty of time to work toward that goal,
the 2013 season began with a learning ex-
perience.

West Potomac squandered a four-goal

lead in the final 16 minutes and lost to
Yorktown 12-11 on Monday night at Green-
brier Stadium in Arlington. The Wolverines
defeated the Patriots in the opening round
of last year’s region tournament and took a
10-6 lead on Monday night when senior
attack Paige Roddey scored with 15:59 re-
maining in the contest. But Yorktown scored
six of the final seven goals, including the
game-winner by sophomore Kristen Somers
with 1:25 remaining.

Freshman Sarah Jones scored West
Potomac’s final goal with 7:31 left in the
game.

“I thought we played very well,” Cochran
said. “For a first game, I thought we looked
very strong. There’s not one player that
shines. Everybody’s equally skilled and
that’s very clear if you look at the scores. I
think our problem was is that when we’re
ahead by two and you’re playing a tough

game, it’s like basketball — you’ve got to
burn the clock a little bit and we were mak-
ing some silly passes down there and we
should have been holding the ball.”

Senior midfielder Karley Zdebski led West
Potomac with three goals. Roddey, junior
Isabel Botha and senior Nicole Farino each
had two goals, and Jones and junior Jordyn
Elliott each had one. Senior midfielder
Jennie Basile led Yorktown with four goals.

West Potomac traveled to face McLean on
Wednesday, after The Gazette’s deadline.
The Wolverines will host Edison at 7:15 p.m.
on Monday, March 18.

In 2012, West Potomac finished the sea-

son with a 9-6 record. The Wolverines
earned a top-four seed in the Patriot Dis-
trict tournament and defeated Annandale
in the quarterfinals to earn a region berth.
After losing to Lake Braddock in the dis-
trict semifinals, West Potomac defeated
Yorktown in the opening round of regionals
before falling to Centreville.

“The pressure’s definitely on because now
we’ve raised the bar and we want to stay
there,” Cochran said. “I thought our defense
looked great. They’re really communicat-
ing well. I feel very solid. I’ve got my young-
sters up on attack and we just need to work
the ball a little bit stronger around the net.”

West Potomac senior Karley Zdebski, right, looks to scoop the ball off the turf during
Monday night’s game at Yorktown.

Senior midfielder Kate Schneider is a captain on the
West Potomac girls’ lacrosse team.

West Potomac Girls’ Lax Falls to Yorktown in Opener

Wolverines coach Cochran
has heightened
expectations.
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West Potomac High School held its winter sports awards night on
March 10. Pictured is a group of the MVP and Coaches Award winners
from each sport: basketball, dance team, gymnastics, rifle team,
swim/dive, winter track and wrestling.

The Fort Hunt Hawks pictured from left: (back row) Jack Lohrer,
Carole Miller, Susannah Anderson, Maeve Jarvis, Siena Joy, Chris
Jones, Mike Savage, (front row) Emma Jones, Katelyn McNamara,
Lizzie Lohrer, Alexandra Dorris and Mary  Kate Savage.

Fort Hunt Team
Wins Championship

The Fort Hunt girls’ seventh-grade county select
basketball team (Hawks) won the Fairfax County
Youth Basketball League championship on March
2, beating Great Falls 44-31. The team, coached by
Jack Lohrer and assisted by Chris Jones and Mike

Savage, boasted a regular season record of 12–
2 and went 3-0 in the playoffs to bring home the
championship.

“The girls worked very hard this season and
demonstrated great teamwork,” Lohrer said. “I
am so proud of their accomplishment.”

Hawks receiving All-Star honors included
Lizzie Lohrer and league MVP Carole Miller.
Tourney MVP was Emma Jones and Mary Kate
Savage received the coaches’ award.
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See Designs,  Page 12

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

F
rom designing a kitchen with a
concave glass tile backsplash to
creating a backyard with a fire
place and pool, some local home

remodelers were honored recently with the
National Association of the Remodeling
Industry’s (NARI) 2013 Regional Contrac-
tor of the Year awards for design acumen.
Winning projects ran the gamut from his-
toric preservation projects to environmen-
tally conscious conceptions.

HARRY BRASWELL of Harry Braswell,
Inc. in Alexandria, was named Contractor
of the Year in the “Entire House $500,001
to $1,000,000” category for the renovation
of a home that had not been updated since
the 1950s. “The house was outdated, too
small for the family’s needs,” he said.

The renovation included a kitchen out-
fitted with cabinet-front appliances and
porcelain sinks including an apron farm sink
and an island sink in a pale aqua. “That
color is carried throughout the house,” said
project manager Gretchen Brown.

A concave glass tile backsplash surrounds

the durable, brown-toned quartzite counter.
“Quartzite doesn’t stain easily,” said Brown.
“It is strong like granite, but is more expen-
sive.”

The Braswell team also got a nod for en-
ergy efficiency for this project, which was
named “NARI Green Project.” Brown noted
that the team installed energy efficiency
lighting and energy star appliances.

“The homeowners had specific criteria
about wanting to meet [Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design] certifica-
tion because they are dedicated to protect-
ing the environment,” said Braswell.

A MCLEAN KITCHEN by BOWA took top
honors in the “Residential Kitchen Over
$120,000” category. The homeowners were
looking to create a free-flowing, light-filled
space.

“Their kitchen was not as open as they
would have liked,” said Josh Baker, founder
and co-chairman of BOWA. “They wanted
to make it more integrated and useful for
the family.”

 To accommodate a larger kitchen, the
design team built an addition and added a
sitting room, screened porch and additional
windows to allow an abundance of natural
light to stream into the space. The new
kitchen also included a butler’s pantry and
a family dining area.

Baker, who founded BOWA with his col-
lege friend Larry Weinberg, says an open
dialogue is essential to a successful remod-
eling project. “This is a customer service

business. It is not just a construction busi-
ness. The entire process is important, not
just the end result,” Baker said.

FAIRFAX-BASED FIRM RJK Construction,
Inc. received top honors in the category of
“Residential Addition $100,000 to
$250,000” for a home in the Mantua area
of Fairfax County. Company president Rob-
ert Kalmin says the homeowners’ goal was
to blend their interior and exterior spaces.
“They wanted to make their exterior land-
scaping a visual point because they enter-
tain a lot,” he said. “The windows act as
murals to the exterior landscaping bring the
outdoors in and the indoors out.”

The owners requested an open floor plan
that allowed guests to move freely between
the kitchen and the backyard. “They were
very specific about how they wanted people
to meander from the outside to the inside,”
Kalmin said. “We had to relocate the pow-
der room so that people are able to use the
restroom without having to go anywhere
else.”

An abundance of windows allows natu-
ral light to flow throughout the home. “The
kitchen has red oak flooring and other col-
ors and finishes that compliment the natu-
ral scenery outside,” said Kalmin.

CABIN JOHN, MD., BASED firm Anthony
Wilder Design/Build, Inc. received kudos in
the “Residential Exterior, $100,000 and

Local contractors
get top honors for
remodeling projects.

The Region’s Best Home Designs

Harry Brawell of Harry Braswell, Inc. in Alexandria, was named Contractor of the Year in the “Entire House
$500,001 to $1,000,000” category for renovating a home that had not been updated since the 1950s.
Braswell and his team installed cabinet-front appliances and a concave glass tile backsplash that surrounds
the durable, brown-toned quartzite counter. The kitchen also features porcelain sinks, including an apron
farm sink.
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H
istoric Garden Week 2013 will
feature approximately 200 pri
vate homes and gardens open on

32 separate tours throughout the state of
Virginia over eight consecutive days. It is
the largest ongoing volunteer effort in Vir-
ginia and represents the coordinated efforts
of 3,400 club members. One hundred per-
cent of tour proceeds are used to enhance
Virginia’s landscape. For 80 years, the
grounds of the Commonwealth’s most cher-
ished historic landmarks have been restored
or preserved with help from proceeds from
Historic Garden Week including Mount
Vernon, Monticello and the grounds of the
Executive Mansion in Richmond. In addi-
tion to the amazing interiors and gardens
on display, Garden Club of Virginia volun-
teers will create more than 2,000 spectacu-
lar floral arrangements to decorate the
rooms. Visit www.vagardenweek.org.

SATURDAY APRIL 20, 2013
Old Town Alexandria
Sponsored by the Hunting Creek Garden Club and

the Garden Club of Alexandria
10 a.m to 4 p.m.

All eight private properties on the historic
Old Town Alexandria tour are within an
easy walk of each other, allowing visitors
to enjoy strolling the quaint streets lined
with charming townhouses and intimate
walled gardens. The full tour ticket includes
free admission to George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Estate (entrance is normally
$15 per person), as well as six other no-
table historic sites in Alexandria on the day
of the tour. ºRefreshments are offered from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the historic Lloyd House

80th Historic
Garden Week,
April 20-27

See Virginia Garden,  Page 7

This home in the Vienna/Oakton
area is featured on Virginia’s 80th

annual Historic Garden Week tour
in Fairfax County.
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

D
ecades before Alexandria-based interior
designer Sydnye Pettengill and her fam-
ily moved into a stately Victorian home
near Old Town, it was well established

as a spacious retreat. “The former owners were a
family of seven who had lived there for 45 years,”
she said.

When Pettengill purchased the property, which was
built in 1917, little had changed. The home, which
connects to King Street, was in disrepair. However,
Pettengill, who started her own business in 1987 af-
ter studying in London and a stint with prominent
interior design firm Milo Hoots Associates, Inc., saw
a diamond in the rough. “I thought
it had incredible potential,” she
said. “I found the high ceilings par-
ticularly appealing.”

Pettengill’s husband Bill Wiley,
a systems engineer and director of
the Science Engineering Research
Center at the Potomac School in
McLean, said, “We bought it know-
ing that it was going to be a full
renovation. We didn’t know what
the final blueprint was going to be,
but it was so large that we knew
we could do whatever we wanted
to.”

The 7,590-square-foot, six-bed-
room, eight-and-a-half bathroom
home also included a two-story
carriage house, and although she
needed to expand and update the
home, Pettengill worked to pre-
serve the historic home’s architec-
tural integrity. “We remodeled and

gutted, but we wanted to keep the character of what
it was,” she said. “We were careful about integrating
the spaces that we added.”

ONE OF THE KEYS to maintaining the original
design was salvaging and reusing materials as much
as possible. “We kept the original front doors, origi-
nal French doors going into dining room, as well as
the original windows on the first floor in front of the
house,” said Pettengill.

“The hardwood floors in the master bedroom are
original,” she continued. “There is a sitting room off
the master bedroom. It is quite a suite. The pine floors
on the second and third levels were also saved from
the original home and reused.”

A striking Belvedere window in the kitchen cre-
ates an ideal marriage of style and function by fill-
ing the room with natural light. “The kitchen is the
heart of the house,” said Pettengill. “There is a side
terrace and you can go in and out of the kitchen
through two door ways.”

The kitchen, which opens into the home’s great
room, has pale yellow painted cabinets and contrast-

The open
staircase in
the foyer of
designer
Sydnye
Pettengill’s
Alexandria
home offers a
view from the
foyer to the
third floor.
The designer
found a car-
penter who
replicated the
home’s origi-
nal stair
railing.

Exterior on
the Cover.

Photo courtesy of

©Brad Pettengill

Photography

Historic Home for Sale in Alexandria
Designer/owner brought
the home up to date while
preserving its
architectural integrity.

One of the keys to preserving the historic home’s archi-
tectural integrity was salvaging and reusing original
materials, such as the French doors in the dining room.

See Historic Home,  Page 5

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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ing dark, honed Uba Tuba
granite counters. “One of
the eureka moments for
us was the kitchen,” she
said. “We struggled with
it for a couple of years
and then decided to push
it out and make it more
open.” The flow contin-
ues into the dining room,
which has a bay window
that is original to the
home.

“It is spectacular for en-
tertaining,” she said.
“There is a terrace off the
back of the house that is
concealed and very pri-
vate. There is also a side
terrace off the kitchen.”
The original service
kitchen became the li-
brary after Pettengill added built-in bookcases.

Pettengill says that the foyer is the pivotal point of
the house. “There is an open stairwell and you can
see from the foyer straight up to the third floor.” She
even found a carpenter to replicate the original stair
railing.

A round table stands in the middle of the foyer,
complimenting the shape of the space and the pe-
riod of the home. “It is a hand painted table that’s

From Page 4

Historic Home for Sale in Alexandria

reminiscent of the Victorian era when the house was
built,” said Pettengill.

FORMER CLIENTS SAID that one of Pettengill’s
strengths is her ability to navigate the often-daunt-
ing task of creating fresh designs that compliment
historic homes. Alexandria resident Grace-Marie

See Historic Home,  Page 5

Photo courtesy of ©Brad Pettengill Photography

This 7,590 square-foot, six-bedroom, eight-and-a-half bathroom
home near Old Town Alexandria, is on the market for
$2,995,000.
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By John Byrd

I
f you compare the current home re
modeling market to 2007, it’s clear
that homeowners are less likely to
execute a top-to-bottom makeover in

a single stroke than they were five years
ago.

Home resales are rising again, but the
belief that every dollar spent on a Northern
Virginia home will be quickly recovered has
been suspended — if only temporarily —
as homeowners reassess.

For most local homeowners, a house is
an asset of enormous personal appeal: an
expression of identity and aspiration, peri-
odically adapted to life’s changes.

While the scale of the average project may
be smaller, it’s evident that many
homeowners middle age or older have come
to see the home as a long-term — even life-
long — work in progress, one that they take
up passionately, and at regular intervals.

Veteran remodeler David Foster calls
these homeowners “incremental” improv-
ers, and has come to see them them as the
primary focus of a home improvement en-
terprise he started 30 years ago.

As president of Foster Remodeling Solu-
tions in Lorton, Foster regularly coaches his
team on the importance of understanding
what these homeowners need, what they
are expecting and how to articulate their
best options with clarity.

“Providing an experience that the home-
owner will value unequivocally is probably
our most important marketing activity,”
Foster said. “Our core belief is that there
are many homeowners who will make a
notable home improvement every two to
five years, so we place a high priority on
earning that person’s trust. In this sense,
there is nothing more important than out-
performing expectation.”

WHILE THERE MAY BE many reasons
why a homeowner will remodel in stages,
Foster said that the typical incremental im-
prover has a pay-as-you-go orientation.

South Alexandria resident Sandy
Nusbaum, for instance, attributes her peri-
odic home upgrade inclinations to a gradual
but decisive recognition that the four bed-
room colonial she has occupied for 28 years
with husband Mike is the last single family
residence the couple will ever own.

“We raised three children here, and when
the last of them moved away, we looked at
other houses in the area and even a retire-
ment village in North Carolina,” Nusbaum
said. “That’s when I renewed my apprecia-
tion for the many advantages of this house.
I recognized that everything we wanted was
already here; we just needed a few focused

improvements that take us into the foresee-
able future.”

Initially that meant introducing an open,
“kitchen-centric” plan in the back half of
the house, and creating an outdoor compo-
nent in the form of a 16-by-16-foot back
screen porch that allows for easy warm-
weather circulation.

Replacing a wall between kitchen and
dining room with a three-stool dining
counter proved an effective starting point
to a more interactive entertainment space.
The new surface is also well-positioned as
a serving station for al fresco porch dining.

Although the needed structural changes
were relatively minor, a new shelled-in
niche for the refrigerator allows for addi-
tional storage. Maple cabinets with a Barton
door style and honey-spice stain evoke a
clean linear look within a softly lit ambi-
ance. Likewise, the Silestone quartz surfaces
in ebony pearl provide a tonal and textural
contrast.

Once the kitchen had been transformed,
it wasn’t long before the Nusbaums began
planning the follow-on phase: an extension
of the rear family room, an open-air grill-
ing deck and a layout that permits children,
grandchildren and many guests to circulate
freely through a now wide-ranging enter-
tainment space.

Then, just last year, the largely unused
lower level was converted into a multi-pur-
pose suite that serves as both an exercise
room and guest accommodation.

“The built-ins with closets flank either
side of a new Murphy bed — one exclu-
sively for guest use,” Nusbaum said. “We
also made the laundry room more func-
tional and added a full bath with handi-
capped access.”

Meanwhile, Nusbaum mainly uses the
remade lower level daily for her daily tread-
mill workouts: “It’s a real luxury having so
many useful things exactly where you want
them.”

changes implemented by Foster made all the
difference. A food preparation island, sup-
planting the existing U-shaped counter,
makes it easier for Piper to both cook and
entertain. Better yet, the wet bar room di-

vider between the kitchen and family room
gives the area around the hearth a sense of
intimacy while retaining sightlines.

Relocating the door to the kitchen-side
of the wet bar has also coaxed the back
porch into the home’s mainstream.

“The wet bar is a significant step-saver,”
Piper said. “The whole back of the house is
much better rationalized.”

And success breeds success. The Pipers
were, in fact, so pleased with the kitchen,
they pressed on with a master bathroom
upgrade less than a year later and last
month remodeled the first floor powder
room in a plan that includes a Mediterra-
nean-style foot bath ringed in glass and
mosaic tiling.

The artfully-executed first floor facility —
planned with an assist from Foster
Remodling Solutions designer Sarah Wolf
— includes a vessel basin with exposed cop-
per piping, marble floors and a coffered
ceiling with concealed lights.

The Pipers — who often travel interna-
tionally — say the foot bath is a pleasant
convenience in the summer when they are

often wearing sandals.
“I wouldn’t say it adds anything to the

resale value,” Diane Piper said, “but then
we do plan to be in this house for at least
another ten years.”

ON A SIMILAR NOTE, Vienna resident
Kelly Grems has executed four remodeling
projects with Foster starting with a kitchen
addition in 2003.

“We bought the house in 1995 when I was
pregnant,” Grems said. “My husband [Ed]
and I had been living in a much smaller
house in Maryland, but envisioned a tradi-
tional home that would offer our growing
family lots of useful activity areas.”

A kitchen with a sizable breakfast room
was the first item on the wish list, an as-

Over time, some
owners makeover the
entire house —
one phase at a time.

Demand for Incremental Improvements

The Nusbaums’ initial goal was an open “kitchen-centric” plan that
would make it easier for Sandy Nusbaum to entertain. A three-stool
dining counter proved an effective starting point; the new surface is also
well-positioned as a serving station for porch dining.
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See Demand,  Page 10

A follow-on remodeling project at the The Nusbaums’ home included an
extension of the rear family room, an open-air grilling deck and a layout
that permits guests to circulate freely

JUST BLOCKS AWAY, Steve and Diane
Piper purchased a circa 1980s Colonial a
few years ago, pleased with the home’s
lovely wooded setting, but keenly aware
that original builder-grade kitchen had
never been improved in 30 years.

“The rear of the house was designed as a
great room with a kitchen and designated
breakfast nook that segues to a family room
with a brick hearth. There’s also a sizable
back porch along the rear of the house,
which you had to access from the family
room,” Diane Piper said.

“Our goal was not simply to improve the
amenities, but to really develop a better
rear-house circulation plan — one that con-
fers privacy where needed, and also makes
it easier to take advantage of the porch.”

Piper said several comparatively simple



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  HomeLifeStyle Spring 2013  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com  ❖  Local Media Connection LLC

Virginia Garden Week to Feature NoVa Gardens
From Page 3

and garden. Adding further con-
venience for tour visitors is the free
King Street Trolley that travels
from the Metro station down our
main commercial street to the
Potomac River every 15 minutes.

Tickets are $40 and available at
the Ramsey House Visitors Center
at the corner of King Street and
North Fairfax Street on the day of
the tour. For advance tickets con-
tact Mrs. Donald Rocen
Virginia.rocen@comcast.net 703-
684-3876. For more information,
please contact Tour Chairmen
Mason Bavin at
mbavin@mcenearney.com, Twig
Murray attwig@twigweb.com or
Catherine Bolton at
4boltons@comcast.net

TUESDAY APRIL 23, 2013
Fairfax: Oakton/Vienna
Sponsored by The Garden Club of

Fairfax
10 a.m. to 4 p.m

The Fairfax County communities
of Oakton and Vienna have
emerged from small rural towns
into thriving family-oriented
neighborhoods with homes and
gardens reflecting a wide range of
architectural and personal style.

HomeLifeStyle

For full schedule through

April 27. Visit

www.vagardenweek.org

Ticket price includes admission to
the Cosby Home, the Unger Home
and Garden, the Buster Home and
Garden, the Kampa Home and
Garden, the Rosenthal Home and
Garden and Meadowlark Botani-
cal Gardens.

Advance tickets are $20 through
April 9. Contact Marty Whipple at
mwhip155@aol.com. For more
information about the tour, con-
tact Bonnie Rekemeyer at
chezdarbon@aol.com.

ALL AROUND VIRGINIA
Saturday, April 20
Ashland/Elmont – The Ashland Garden

Club
Old Town Alexandria – The Hunting

Creek Garden Club and The Garden
Club of Alexandria

Smithfield – Elizabeth River and
Nansemond River Garden Clubs

Augusta County/Staunton – Augusta
Garden Club

Orange County/Somerset – Dolley
Madison Garden Club

This home in the Vienna/Oakton area is featured on
Virginia’s 80th annual Historic Garden Week tour in
Fairfax County.
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signment complicated by the fact that the home’s
rear elevation backs into a woodland set-aside and
a precipitous drop.

“The ground level decking was already in place,”
Grems said, “but David showed us a plan for an el-
evated breakfast room extension built on pilings that
wouldn’t require a ground level foundation. Turns
out, this solution created a welcome canopy for the
ground level patio. And it was also a more sensible,
economical choice for us at the time.”

Grems said her first step was handing Foster a file
of articles on kitchen interiors she had clipped from
Southern Living; the Foster design staff then took
over from there, helping the couple visualize design
ideas with the aid of a computer program. The team
also provided an array of relevant finish work op-
tions, mostly pointing to readily available consider-
ations on display in the company’s showroom.

“The selection and pricing process was transpar-
ent, and really anticipated what we needed,” Grems
said. “When you’re as busy as we are, you really ap-
preciate this quality of support.”

Apart from budget considerations, Grems said tak-
ing a pause between projects allowed the couple to
pay more attention to how the family is actually us-
ing the house, and to develop ideas that work or
everyone.

The recently completed family room upgrade
didn’t become an immediate action plan, for in-
stance, because the family design process were fo-
menting slowly — again starting with magazine ar-
ticles and other sources.

“Frankly, we’re particular; we let the basic inte-
rior design come to us piece by piece, then we col-
laborate with professionals” she said.

In the end, Foster designers created interior el-
evations that bear no resemblance to the original.

The half-brick floor-to-ceiling backwall was re-
placed by perfectly symmetrical built-ins, crown
molding and an elevated hearth with a marble sur-
round and Edwardian-style mantle.

“It’s an entirely different mood from the sun room,”
Grems said, “and perfectly satisfies another dimen-
sion of our lifestyle.”

Staff at Foster Remodeling Solutions periodically of-
fer workshops on home improvement topics at the
Lorton showroom. Call 703-550-1371 or visit
www.FosterRemodeling.com Foster also maintains an
Alexandria facility in the @Home Real Estate Lounge
and Design Center on North Alfred Street. Call 703-
791-1167 or visit www.AtHomeDCMetro.com.

From Page 6

Demand for Incremental Improvements

The custom wetbar effectively separates the chef’s activity zone from the hearth-side
sitting area. It’s also convenient to the porch, the kitchen and the family room.

The Pipers’ new powder room
includes a Mediterranean-style
foot bath ringed in glass and
mosaic tiling.
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LONG & FOSTER

5911 Kingstowne Village Parkway,
Suite 100 • Alexandria VA 22315

Next to Bonefish Grill

703-313-6500
www.longandfoster.com

ALEXANDRIA • KINGSTOWNE CENTER

Congratulations to Our Award-Winning Agents of 2012
Master’s Club

Production Volume of $20 Million or More
Founder’s Club

Production Volume of $10-20 Million

Chairman’s Club
Production Volume of $5–10 Million

Director’s Club • Production Volume of $2–3 Million

Executive’s Club • Production Volume of $1–2 Million

Meg Olympia

Valerie HardeeRita TassaLenny Marsh Gage ColeAllan Price

Pat Grant Burin ShinawatraMary Sellman Connie Arega Steve Frishmuth

President’s Club
Production Volume of $5–10 Million

Serving the Northern Virginia and Greater Washington Metropolitan Area
Rick Smith

Ann Casey Terry Rader

Becky Berning Paul Petefish Rich Primrose

The
Gillette
Team

Ihor Makara
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Montebello

Montebello Marketing
Incorporated
703-548-5958
800-446-4187
LoisCRBCRS@aol.com
MontebelloMarketing.com

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia

Serving the Washington Metropolitan Area since 1978

Rare tranquility and city proximity:
Gated, 31+ acre wooded enclave,
adjacent to Metro.

Convenience: Restaurant, dry
cleaners, convenience store, indoor
and outdoor pools, tennis courts …
and pet friendly.

Choice: One, two and three
bedroom floor plans.

And history: George Washington
dined here with Lord Byron Fairfax,
original owner of “Mount Eagle.”

Fairfax County’s Best Kept Secret?

Sotheby’s International Realty

Swann Daingerfield Penthouse $725,000
A rare opportunity to live in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria.
The elegant, historic Swann Daingerfield condominium has a spacious
20 ft x 13 ft living room with 111⁄2-foot ceilings and marble fireplace,
dining room with 2nd fireplace, kitchen with sunny breakfast area,
spacious 2nd bedroom. Large Master Bedroom, Master Bathroom and
Dressing Room. Balcony overlooking courtyard garden. Elevator,
private parking and large storage area. This sought-after location at
the corner of Prince Street and S. Columbus Street is only two blocks
away from King Street and Washington Street. Perfect for gracious
living and convenient to all amenities of Old Town, Alexandria.

For private showings, please contact
Cindy Byrnes Golubin 202-437-3861

Proud TWIG member since 1978

HomeLifeStyle

Over” category for a backyard space that includes a
pool and fireplace. “The homeowner wanted four
separate living spaces in the backyard,” said com-
pany spokeswoman Danielle Frye. “He wanted a din-
ing room, a living room with a heat source, a place
to sunbathe near his pool and a place to play cricket
on his lawn.”

The Wilder team developed a backyard plan that
replaced overgrown grass with flagstone and a badly
worn fence with foliage to create a sense of privacy.
“There is a sundeck and spaces for a sofa and dining
table, but the fireplace is the focal point,” said Frye.
“We used really tall bamboo to shield the view.”

The Region’s Best Home Designs
From Page 3 A BETHESDA HOME ADDITION garnered a top

prize in the “Residential Addition Over $250,000”
category for A.R.T Design Build Inc. with team mem-
ber Grossmueller’s Design Consultants, Inc.

“The client wanted to expand their one story house
to have a separate area for [bedrooms] and create a
more functional first floor with more communal
spaces, the kitchen, family room [and] dining room,”
said Cindy G. McClure of Grossmueller’s Design Con-
sultants, Inc.

The design team added a new second floor to the
home, which accommodates a laundry room, a mas-
ter suite, two additional bedrooms and a bathroom.
A stair tower and cathedral foyer create an open floor
plan and connect the first and second levels.

By Joshua Baker

BOWA

R
emodeling often affords an oppor
tunity to re-purpose existing ma
terials by donating to those less
fortunate. Ask your remodeler if

there is a plan or policy for saving materials
for re-use rather than sending it to a land fill. Every
project is different. And some materials are more
easily removed and saved than others. Here are a
couple of organizations that accepted used materi-
als.

A WIDER CIRCLE
This organization provides basic-need items to

families transitioning out of shelters and those liv-
ing without life’s necessities. A Wider Circle furnishes
the homes of more than 1,000 children and adults
each month. If you wish to donate furniture and other
home essentials that are in good condition (no rips
or stains), you can drop off items at their Center for
Community Service in Silver Spring, Md. You can
also schedule a pickup in most areas throughout
greater Washington, D.C. Refer to their website for a
full list of accepted items and their “wish list” of the
most needed items at www.awidercircle.org. Some
impressive 2011 stats:

❖ 13,000: Number of homes furnished
❖ 1,500,000: Pounds of furniture and home goods

recycled
❖ 10,000: Number of volunteers who assisted

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – RESTORE
ReStore is a resale business that sells new and used

building materials and home items to the general
public. All donations are tax deductible and donated
by individuals, local retailers, building contractors
and suppliers. Donated items are then sold at 50-90
percent off the retail price, with all proceeds ben-
efiting Habitat for Humanity, an organization that
provides safe and affordable housing to low-income
families. ReStore accepts appliances, furniture, cabi-
nets, roofing and flooring materials, exercise equip-
ment, countertops, electronics, lighting and plumb-
ing fixtures, among many others. All materials and
items must be in good and working condition. Items
may be dropped off at ReStore locations during their
business hours or for larger donations you may sched-
ule a pickup. For store hours and locations and for
the complete list of acceptable items you can check
out the following websites:

Recycle, Reuse, Remodel
❖ Northern Virginia: Stores in Alexandria

and Chantilly - www.restorenova.org
❖ Montgomery County: Store location in

Gaithersburg - www.habitat-mc.org
❖ Loudoun County: Store in Purcellville -

www.loudounhabitat.org/restore
❖ Fauquier County: Store in Warrenton –

www.fauquierhabitat.org

GOODWILL
Founded in 1902, Goodwill accepts gently used

clothing, furniture, housewares, working electron-
ics, and other household items. These items are then
sold at their retail locations, with the proceeds used
to fund employment, job training, and placement
services for the disadvantaged and those with dis-
abilities. To view their full list of goods accepted,
and for the list of donation centers and stores, visit
www.dcgoodwill.org. You may also schedule a pick
up online for larger items or multiple items you don’t
have the resources to transport.

SALVATION ARMY
Although the Salvation Army is involved in many

community programs, proceeds from items donated
to their stores will benefit their Adult Rehabilitation
Centers, which help those who have lost the ability
to cope with their problems and are unable to pro-
vide for themselves. Each rehabilitation center of-
fers residential housing and work, along with indi-
vidual and group therapy. This enables many to be
reunited with their families and resume a normal
life. Items commonly donated include appliances,
clothing, furniture, and household goods. For more
information on their donation program, please visit
www.satruck.org.

BOWA HOME CLEANUP DAYS
As a thank you to the neighbors in the communi-

ties in which we work, from time to time BOWA hosts
Home Cleanup Days. Home Cleanup Day is a great
opportunity to donate and recycle gently used house-
hold items, toys and clothing, and dispose of any
debris or other unwanted clutter. A BOWA employee
will help folks unload their items and a Goodwill
representative will be on hand to accept donations
and provide receipts.

To find a BOWA Home Cleanup Day in your area,
please visit our http://info.bowa.com/
communityblog/.

Josh Baker is founder of BOWA, learn more at
www.bowa.com.
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Del Ray $699,900
2408 Terrett Avenue. Wonderful family home in Del Ray! Fabulous
detached home on large lot boasts 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 baths, spacious
living & dining room, finished lower level & driveway for convenient off-
street parking. Walk to shops, restaurants and weekend farmers
market in Del Ray. More Info: www.HomesofAlexandria.com

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria
$364,900

2411 Dearing St.
Fairlington Towne
perfection! Excellent
value, 3 bedroom, 1.5
bath, two-level condo in
Fairlington Towne. Great
floor plan. Gleaming
hardwood floors, private
patio backs to common
fenced green space. Tons
of natural light; freshly
painted. Walk to
Starbucks in 2 minutes.
Great location. Easy bus
to Pentagon.

Julie F. Hall
703-786-3634

Lorton
$350,000

7343 Rhondda Drive.
Spectacular three-level
townhome with 3
bedrooms and 3.5 baths.
Close to Fort Belvoir.
Completely renovated and
ready for move-in. New
plumbing, roof, windows
and completely renovated
from top to bottom. Fully
fenced back yard and
woodburning stove in fully
finished basement.

Daphne Melillo
703-975-6670

Alexandria
$929,000

716 Day Lane. Elegant
4BR/3.55BA town
house just 2 lights to
D.C.! 3,500+ Sq Ft.
Open floor plan
w/hardwood floors,
triple crown molding,
roof-top deck, 2-car
garage & more! Enjoy
pool, fitness center &
tot lot. Walk to shops/
restaurants.

Erika Carroll
703-568-7376

Alexandria $475,000
801 Pitt St S #418. Welcome home to a sensational top floor
corner flat with treetop views of Old Town. Private and quiet
location w/fireplace, washer/dryer. Updated kitchen & baths.
This home is move-in ready. Walk to shops & restaurants. From
this in-town perch, summer afternoons provide the chance to
relax poolside.

Diann Hicks 703-628-2440

Arlington $539,000
3650 GLEBE RD S #542. WOW! $8,000 CLOSING COST CREDIT!
Spacious (1,242 sq ft) unit w/balcony, NEW WOOD FLOORS! Split
suites for privacy. Kit w/SS appl & granite. Lg MBR w/walk-in
closet, luxury bath w/soaking tub & sep shower. Extra storage, gar
parking, Blks to Crystal City, METRO & Potomac Yards. 1 Yr Warr.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

$8,000 IN CLOSING COSTS South Alexandria $1,050,000
2415 Lakeshire. Almost 1 full wooded acre of privacy—plus
an executive home. Hard-to-find 6 bedrooms/4.5 baths on 3
levels with complete in-law suite. Wood floors, neutral colors
& large windows at every turn. Convenient cul-de-sac location
so close to Old Town amenities.
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alexandria $470,000
5904 Mount Eagle Dr. #1618. Potomac River View in Montebello. Spacious 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms with 1,695 SF plus 2 enclosed balconies. Newer
windows, warm wood floors & renovated kitchen; garage space. Montebello is a
private park-like oasis of 35+ acres on a “beautiful mountain” with lots of amenities,
just 2 miles from the heart of Old Town. Virtual Tour @ 5904mounteagledr1618.com

Cindy 703-593-1418•Leslie 703-400-3010

OPEN HOUSE

Alexandria $639,000
406 Skyhill Rd. Light-filled 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath home in
exclusive Clover neighborhood. 3,500+ finished sq. ft. on 2 levels,
2 fireplaces, attached garage, hardwood floors and a spacious
deck with pergola are just a few of this home’s many features.
Jeremy Stewart 703-879-4131•Kristen Mason 571-213-0617

Old Town
$1,375,000

8 Potomac Ct. With
stunning views from 4
levels, this brick home
offers nearly 3,000 Sq Ft of
totally renovated living.
Custom features include
spa tubs, prof. Viking
range, audio syst. built-ins
& landscaped garden
w/Pergola. River Views
overlooking Windmill Hill
Park make this property
recognizable in Old Town.
Pvt. Patio is a summertime
room.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alex./The Greenhouse $329,000
Spectacular Park View! Sunny & spacious 1,500 s.f. condo in great
building, featuring 3 BRs, 2 BAs, den, large balcony, updated kitchen,
W/D in unit, new carpet. Excellent facilities include a 24-hour desk, large
pool, tennis, gym, individual garden plots for owners, garage space &
extra storage. Close to Van Dorn Metro, central library and Cameron
Station. Mary Hurlbut 703-548-4741

Old Town

406 Jefferson St.
Great renovation in
Yates Gardens for
<$700k. 3-level TH
with 2/3 BR & 2 BA
w/private boulevard
parking. Don’t miss
out!

Phil Cefaratti
703-371-7601

JUST LISTED

COMING SOON

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 PM

Call Jon Wolford, Managing Broker at the Alexandria/Old Town Office
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© Google Map data
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2  1217 Shenandoah Road
— $1,075,000

3  8307 Centerbrook Place —
$918,000

4  1010
Danton Lane
— $710,000

5  1209 Potomac Lane — $671,000

6  7401 Range Road — $655,000

7  1101 Waynewood Boulevard — $650,000

Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City .......Sold Price .... Type ...... Lot ACPostalCode ........... Subdivision ............. Date Sold

1  4720 NEPTUNE DR ............... 3 .. 3 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,150,000 .... Detached .... 0.53 ..... 22309 ............ YACHT HAVEN EST ............ 01/23/13

2  1217 SHENANDOAH RD ........ 5 .. 6 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,075,000 .... Detached .... 0.50 ..... 22308 ................. TAUXEMONT ................ 01/18/13

3  8307 CENTERBROOK PL ........ 4 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $918,000 .... Detached .... 0.24 ..... 22308 .... MANORS AT MOUNT VERNON .... 01/04/13

4  1010 DANTON LN ................. 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $710,000 .... Detached .... 0.37 ..... 22308 ................ WAYNEWOOD ............... 01/23/13

5  1209 POTOMAC LN ............... 5 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $671,000 .... Detached .... 0.24 ..... 22308 ............ PLYMOUTH HAVEN ............ 01/18/13

6  7401 RANGE RD ................... 4 .. 2 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $655,000 .... Detached .... 0.34 ..... 22306 ............ HOLLIN MEADOWS ........... 01/25/13

7  1101 WAYNEWOOD BLVD ...... 4 .. 3 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $650,000 .... Detached .... 0.32 ..... 22308 ................ WAYNEWOOD ............... 01/31/13

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of February 18, 2013.

Top Sales in
January 2013

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Connection

In January 2013, 59 homes sold

between $1,150,000-$98,500

 in the Mount Vernon area.

Mount Vernon REAL ESTATEMount Vernon REAL ESTATE
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www.partnersinrealestate.com
Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713

VILLAMAY SPRING TOUR •ALL HOMES OPEN SUNDAY, MARCH 17 • 1–4 P.M.

7302
Park Terrace

Drive
$735,000

• Custom, Diverse
Floor Plan
• Potomac River
Vistas • Sectional
Staircase Ascends to
Large, Open Spaces
• See-Through
Fireplace in Living

Room & Den/Bedroom • Bright, Eat-in Kitchen • Small, Private Solarium off
Master Bedroom • Freshly Painted Throughout in Neutral Tones • Low-
Maintenance Exterior & Grounds • Enormous 2+ Car Garage — Space for
Large Workshop
Dir.: Alex South on GW Pkwy, R on Tulane, L on Park Terrace
to 7302.

7407
Admiral Drive

$865,000
• Superior Location
in heart of Villamay
• Manicured, level
lot with great curb
appeal • Two-tiered
expansive deck at
rear elevation
• Large custom
Storage Shed

• Lawn Irrigation System All-Brick and Masonry Construction by May
Companies • Generous, Bright Kitchen with abundant storage • Spacious
Foyer Entry • Formal Living/Dining Rooms • Four Bedrooms • Three Full
Ceramic Tiled Baths • Lower Level Recreation Room w/Raised Hearth
Fireplace • Oversized Two-Car Garage • Hardwoods on Two Levels

Dir.: Alex S on GW Pkwy, R on Morningside, R on Park Terrace, L
on Belle Vista, R on Admiral to 7407.

7108
Park Terrace

Drive
$875,000

• Marlan Heights
• Villamay
Community
• Brick Rambler on
Prime Corner Lot
• Five Bedrooms
• Two Raised-
Hearth Fireplaces
• Three Totally Remodeled  Baths — One with Jetted Tub • Enormous
Formal Living and Dining Rooms • Library and Bright, Breezy Sunroom
• Galley Kitchen w/adjacent Breakfast Bay • Fabulous Custom Laundry
on Lower Level • Large Storage Room •Two-Car Garage
Dir.: Alex S on GW Pkwy, R on Tulane, L on Park Terrace to 7108.

7118
Park Terrace

Drive
$839,000

• Exceptional Lot
and Curb Appeal
• Three-Level
Split with Double
Car Garage
• Large Sunroom
at Rear Elevation
• Extensive Hardscape and Barbecue at Rear Elevation • Eat-in
Kitchen w/Hand-painted Tile Flooring • Four Generous Bedrooms
• Three Full Baths • Formal Rooms feature 8" Parquet Flooring
• Large Recreation Room on Lower Level • New HVAC • Replacement
Windows Throughout

Family Room • Glass Sunroom/Breakfast Room at Rear Elevation • Large
Formal Living and Dining Rooms • Light-filled Recreation Room w/Raised
Hearth Fireplace • Four Spacious Bedrooms — Three Full Baths • Brick &
Block Construction — Full Masonry Fireplaces • Beautiful In-ground Pool —
Manicured Grounds
Dir.: Alex S on GW Pkwy, R on Tulane, L on Park Terrace to 7120.

7210
Burtonwood

Drive
$1,185,000

• Complete first-class
renovation with the
highest degree of
design detail and atten-
tion • Carefully
selected marble, stone
and granite throughout
• Spectacular neutral

window treatments and wallpaper • New shatter-proof windows and hard wired alarm
system • New washroom with wall-to-wall maple cabinets, sink and 8-foot counter •
Master bedroom and bathroom with vaulted ceiling, skylights, steam room, Jacuzzi, walk-
in closet and designer his/her vanities • Two separate AC/heating systems with humidi-
fier • Double-faced gas ventless fireplace with remote • Full outdoor living space with
Viking kitchen • Heated pool/spa and hand-selected river flat stone surround • Screened
gazebo eating area • Striking season-round flowering plants and landscaping
Dir.: Fort Hunt Road, L on Marine Drive, R on Burtonwood Drive
to 7210.

1202
Gatewood

Drive
$900,000

• Customized,
Unique All-Brick
Colonial • Superior
Curb Appeal with
Extensive Gardens
at Rear • Large
Open Rooms/

Spacious Grounds/ Great for Entertaining • Expansive Marble Entry
Foyer/Hardwoods on Both Levels • Remodeled Granite Kitchen w/Viking
Range/Heated Marble • Floors • Generous Family Room/Library fea-
tures Wall of Built-Ins • Enormous Master Suite w/Dressing Room and
Luxury Marble Bath featuring Soaking Tub, Seated Separate Shower,
Water Closet with Bidet, and His/Hers Vessel Bowl Vanities • Two-Zone
HVAC • Three Masonry Fireplaces • Whole House Security System
• Lawn Sprinkler System

C
O
N
TR

AC
T

C
O
N
TR

AC
T

7215
Regent Drive

$989,000
• An Original
Owner Offering
in Villamay
• Captivating
Southeast Views of
the Potomac River
• Largest Rambler
• Five Bedrooms
• Remodeled Kitchen–top to bottom • Family Room/Den adjacent to
Kitchen • Generous Formal Rooms • Three Fireplaces • Main Level
Laundry for One Level Living • Fenced Rear Elevation • Large Two-Car
Garage • Main Level Deck Looking to River • Lower Level Patio

C
O
N
TR

AC
T

7120
Park Terrace

Drive
$899,000

• Elevated Corner
Lot on almost One-
Half Acre
• First Offering of
this Customized
Floor Plan
• Expansive, Open
Kitchen w/adjacent

Home

From Page 5

Turner hired Pettengill to complete
the interior design on her expan-
sive Old Town home. The oldest
part of the house was built in the
mid-1700s and subsequent addi-
tions span the 18th, 19th, 20th
and 21st centuries.

“The house had 50 windows that
all required different window
treatments,” said Turner. “We
wanted them to be new and fresh
and at the same time respect the
period.” The result, she continued,
was a balance of elegance and co-
ziness that honored the home’s
range of architectural periods.

Pettengill, who has adult chil-
dren, said it’s time for her family
to find a smaller abode and turn
her spacious Alexandria property
over to another family. “As a friend
told me, we’re not down-sizing,
we’re right-sizing,” she said.

The home is on the market for
$2,995,000. For more information,
call 703-838-8480.

Historic

Photo courtesy of ©Brad

Pettengill Photography

This is one of eight and a
half bathrooms in the
Victorian home of interior
designer Sydnye Pettengill.

“We wanted to keep
the character of
what it was. We
were careful about
integrating the
spaces that we
added.”

— Sydnye Pettengill
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